CHAPTER 39: THE RESURGENCE OF CONSERVATISM (1980-1992) 

The Election of Ronald Reagan, 1980

Know:
New Right, Moral Majority, neoconservatives, “ABC” movement


What factors (social, political, and economic) contributed to Reagan’s victory in 1980?

The Reagan Revolution

Know:
Iranian hostage release, Prop. 13, “welfare state,” “boll weevils”


What changes did Reagan make to the national budget and how did these contrast with previous spending programs?

The Battle of the Budget 


Know:
recession of 1982, supply-side economics, “yuppies”

What practices contributed to federal budget deficits under Reagan’s administration?

Reagan Renews the Cold War


Know:
Star Wars/SDI, arms race, Cold War, “Solidarity,” Olympic boycott

What were Reagan’s attitude, strategy, and rationale toward negotiating with the Soviets?

Troubles Abroad

Know:
West Bank, Israel and Lebanon, “Teflon president,” Sandinistas, “contra” rebels


Summarize Reagan’s international policy in the Middle East and Central America/Caribbean, identifying which side the U.S. supported and which side it opposed. 

Round Two for Reagan

Know:
Geraldine Ferraro, Mikhail Gorbachev, glasnost, perestroika, INF treaty


What changes in the Soviet Union contributed to the end of the Cold War?

The Iran-Contra Imbroglio

Know:
Iran-contra affair


Describe the flow of money and arms involved in the Iran-contra scandal.

Reagan’s Economic Legacy

Know:
“Reaganomics”


How was Reagan’s economic policy both a failure and a victory?

The Religious Right

Know:
Jerry Falwell, Moral Majority, “identity politics”


How did the tactics of the religious right parallel those of the movements of the New Left during the 1960s?

Conservatism in the Courts

Know:
Sandra Day O’Connor, affirmative action, Roe v. Wade, Planned Parenthood v. Casey


How did the Supreme Court decisions in Webster and Casey curtail Roe v. Wade?

Referendum on Reaganism in 1988

Know:
“Black Monday,” “Seven Dwarfs”


What factors contributed to the ruin of savings and loan institutions?

Bill Clinton: The First Baby-Boomer President

Know:
William Jefferson Clinton, H. Ross Perot, Carol Moseley-Braun, Janet Reno, Ruth Bader Ginsburg

What popular concerns helped Clinton win the election?

George HW Bush and the End of the Cold War
Know:
“a kinder, gentler America,” the fall of “the Wall,” 

What were the biggest foreign policy issues that resulted from the fall of the wall, and how did these problems have an impact on domestic issues.

The Persian Gulf Crisis
Know:
Operation Desert Storm


To what extent was the Iraq War a success and/or a failure? Justify your response.

Bush on the Home Front
Know:
ADA, Anita Hill, the recession of 1992


How did George HW Bush go from being the most popular political figure to one who was opposed by some in his own party?
